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News Release 
BASF TotalEnergies Petrochemicals receives United Way 
Champions of Hope Award 

BEAUMONT, TX, October 31, 2024 – On Wednesday, October 23, BASF 

TotalEnergies Petrochemicals, LLC., was presented the United Way Champions of 

Hope Award. The United Way of Mid & South Jefferson County selected BASF 

TotalEnergies Petrochemicals (BTP) for its great support of the United Way’s literacy 

program and for serving as title sponsors for the Pearls & Purses Designer Purse 

Bingo with proceeds to literacy in the region. 

“BASF TotalEnergies Petrochemical in Port Arthur is a long-time partner with the 

United Way of Mid & South Jefferson County,” said Janie Johnson, Executive Director 

of the United Way of Mid & South Jefferson County. “Not only do BASF employees 

donate through paycheck deductions, but the organization is the headlining sponsor 

of our Purses & Pearls Bingo. We moved that event to the fall this year but also 

hosted it in the spring. BASF sponsored both events.”  

Proceeds of Purses & Pearls have significantly impacted the cause of literacy and 

allowed the United Way of Mid & South Jefferson County to expand its reach during 

the last two years.  

“We are so fortunate to have an agency in our community focused on the needs of 

our residents, especially its young people, our future,” said John Lycan, Site Manager 

http://www.basf.com/


   
 

of BTP.  

In 2023, 13,364 books were placed in the hands and homes of area youth.  

“This year, due to BTP’s support, the United Way is on target to meet our goal of 

20,000 books distributed to school children in Jefferson County,” said Johnson.  

United Way of Mid & South Jefferson County distributes books to children through 

Book Vending Machines. Students from all grade levels earn tokens when they reach 

their Accelerated Reading goals or for being a good citizen and helping others. 

Tokens are used to "purchase" a book from the Book Vending Machine. In 2023, 

vending machines were installed in all Port Arthur Independent School District 

elementary schools. This year, fourteen Book Vending Machines were installed on 

campuses in Port Arthur, Port Neches-Groves, and Sabine Pass school districts. 

In 2023, the United Way of Mid & South County expanded the literacy program to 

include a summer backpack program, Summer Reading Palooza. The program 

provides kindergarten and first grade students with books to start their very own 

libraries at home and continue reading over the summer. 

Johnson said that for some children in our community, books they receive through the 

Book Vending Machines or the Summer Reading Palooza are the very first new 

books they’ve ever received. “When a child earns a book through the machine or is 

given a book as a gift through the summer program, they’re proud and want to read 

those books over and over again,” said Johnson.  

“Through the United Way we’re helping children gain a life skill that is critical to a 

successful life,” said Lycan. “I’m thankful to the United Way for its commitment to the 

community and to my team who has year over year committed to fund incredible 

programs for the community where we live and work.” 

To learn more about BASF STEAM education in North America, visit 

www.basf.com/us/en/who-we-are/community/Science-Education.html. 
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About BASF 

BASF Corporation, headquartered in Florham Park, New Jersey, is the North American affiliate of 

BASF SE, Ludwigshafen, Germany. BASF has approximately 16,000 employees in North America and 

had sales of $20.5 billion in 2023. For more information about BASF’s North American operations, visit 

www.basf.com/us. 

At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic success with 

environmental protection and social responsibility. Around 112,000 employees in the BASF Group 

contribute to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every country in the world. 

Our portfolio comprises six segments: Chemicals, Materials, Industrial Solutions, Surface 

Technologies, Nutrition & Care and Agricultural Solutions. BASF generated sales of €68.9 billion in 

2023. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchange in Frankfurt (BAS) and as American Depositary 

Receipts (BASFY) in the United States. Further information at www.basf.com. 
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